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About the Tivy Tatler
The Tivy Tatler is a student product of Tivy High 
School Publications. It exists to serve the news and 
entertainment needs of the campus community and to 
provide laboratory experience to advanced journalism 
students. The Tivy Tatler is a member of the Texas 
Interscholastic League Press Conference. 
Advertisement Policy: The Tivy Tatler reserves the 
right to refuse advertisement sales to any party and 
will not accept political advertising or any advertise-
ment for items that are illegal for high school students, 
like alcohol or tobacco.
Editorial Policy: Students may submit letters to the 
editor for consideration. However, the Tivy Tatler staff 
editors reserve the right to exclude any submissions 
that contain controversial or inappropriate content as 
well as edit material for grammatical errors. All opin-
ions expressed in this publication are strictly those of 
the individual author and in no way reflect the official 
position of the Tivy Tatler, Tivy High School, or Kerr-
ville ISD administration, unless otherwise stated.

Thank you to the Yearbook staff and others who 
provided photos for this issue.

Front cover: The Guadalupe river overflows it’s 
banks. Photo by Natalie Celallos.

Back cover: AFJROTC participates in Veteran’s 
Day Ceremony at Tivy. Photo by Natalie Celallos.
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Coach Pope’s chemistry classes are known for lab experiments that involve   
lighting gummy bears on fire, blowing up pumpkins and creative “Mole Day” 

projects. He’s also the boys’ and girl’s cross country coach in the fall and the pole 
vault coach during track season. 
 However, he hasn’t always been a chemistry teacher and a track coach. 
Before becoming a certified high school teacher, Coach Pope worked in marine 
research. “I got frustrated with marine research and wanted to be in involved in 
athletics again, since I had been an athlete all my life,” said Pope.
 Pope gained his certification through an alternative certification program, 
which usually do not require you to student teach in a classroom. Instead, you are 
hired for a probationary year and learn on the job. “It was kind of like baptism by 
fire,” said Pope. He does, however, feel lucky that he had great teachers and coach-
es as mentors. The part of teaching that Coach Pope enjoys the most are “the ‘aha’ 
moments,” even though he admits they sometimes feel like they are few and far 
between. 
 Once he retires from the teaching profession, Coach Pope would like to be 
a caretaker on a ranch and “Coach Pole Vault” on the side.

Ms. Merryman comes from a long line of teachers. She is actually a fifth generation 
teacher, so for her teaching “seemed a natural fit.” Merryman’s first year teaching 

was “extremely tough.” She started out at a small 1A school during the second semester. 
She was given a variety subjects to teach and sometimes it was to classes with two grade 
levels. She taught 3rd/4th grade math resource, 7th/8th grade science, 7th grade Texas 
history and even Pre-K. She now teaches junior and senior English. 
 Merryman didn’t start out as an English major. Her first degree was in Agriculture 
Science. In high school, she was a member of FFA and enjoyed “spending fifteen hour days 
at the Fort Bend County Fair and Houston Livestock Show.” 
 “The anxious anticipation of showing and judging other judging livestock is the 
best,” said Merryman. However, she continued taking literature classes in college and one 
semester decided that teaching English was her future.
 Ms. Merryman has a creative side as well and she enjoys painting, crocheting and 
gardening. For the past 15 years, she has also had a boutique in Fredericksburg. When 
she eventually retires from teaching she “would love to spend more time in the store and 
focusing on customers.” At that stage in her life, she plans on enjoying the different pace 
that retirement will bring but doesn’t plan on slowing down much. 
 Merryman said, “I don’t ever see myself completely retired from working.”

#tivybest

Ms. Anita Merryman
English teacher

Coach Kevin Pope
Science teacher

Articles by Ashley Garces



Article by Bethany Grace Rodriguez

 College-themed pumpkins lined the hallways and many sport 
shirts for their favorite universities leading up to College Night at Tivy. On 
October 25th, the main corridor was filled to capacity with college and uni-
versity representatives from all over the nation. Organized by Mrs. Lenard 
and the counseling office, College Night provides students and parents the 
opportunity to “visit” a number of colleges, all in one evening. 
 “We had representatives from 56 universities and technical schools 
that provided valuable information to our students,” said Mrs. Lenard.  
 Representatives set up booths all along the main hallway providing 
informational literature, free gifts and the chance to ask them questions 
about the school. For many students, this is a great opportunity to talk with 
someone from the school and ask important questions in person.
 “It was a good way to get information on how to futher your edu-
cation after high school,” said freshman Lexice Garces.
 But College Night isn’t just about colleges and universities. Mrs. 
Lenard also invites representatives from vocational and technical schools 
for students interested in learning a trade and recriuters from all branches 
of military. 
 Junior Dillion Young felt that, “It was a cool learning experience,” 
and it allowed home the chance to get more information on different col-
leges.
 All students are encouraged to attend, whether they are freshmen 
or seniors. College Night has something for everyone and provides stu-
dents and parents with an excellent resource as they plan for the future.
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Sophomores Matthew Wheeler and Theo Stan-
dridge speak with a representative from Sam 
Houston State University. Photo by Morgan 
Perez. 4

A representative of San Angelo State University 
answers questions from freshmen Amelia Balser 
and Abigail Borden. Photo by Morgan Perez.



Playing
Dress
Up
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One Wild
Homecoming

 Feast or famine is how most resi-
dents of Kerrville would refer to our year-
ly rainfall. This fall has definitely been on 
the feast side,  the week of Homecoming 
in particular. The rain started falling on 
Monday and by Tuesday, the river and 
creeks started to rise. Low water cross-
ings were flooded and road were closed, 
making it hard for some to get to school.
 With the threat of even more 
rain on Thursday, the decision was made 
to cancel the parade and reschedule the 
Homecoming game. Students were al-
lowed to finish out the original spirit 
dress-up days for the week, which were 
book themed.
 The new Homecoming week, or 
Homecoming 2.0 as it was called, was re-
scheduled for the week of November 5th. 
Tivy would instead play Medina Valley 
on the 9th and it would also include Se-
nior Night.
 Initially students were told that 
there would not be a second dress-up 
week, but that later changed. The new 
dress-up days were Pajama day, Disney 
day, Decade day , Meme day, Blue out.

 Homecoming week 2.0, came 
with a few challenges, mainly regarding 
the parade. Wet weather was again be-
ing forecasted for that day and the later 
date meant that daylight savings time had 
ended. Instead of the parade beginning at 
6:30, it would have to start an hour earli-
er. This meant floats would have to start 
lining up right after school was out. But 
even with some hassle, parade time man-
aged to stay dry and the floats were fan-
tastic. Students decorated floats based on 
all types of literature. Most were based on 
children’s books, such as Where the Wild 
Things Are, Curious George Goes to the 
Hospital and Harry Potter. The winning 
float design went to the tennis team for 
their “Hogwarts Express.”
 Just before the game on Friday, 
the Homecoming court and sweethearts 
gathered on the field. It was time for 
what everyone had been waiting for, the 
crowning of the homecoming king and 
queen. A hush falls over the field as they 
wait for the announcement. Then, the 
crowd erupts into cheers as they crown 
Zach Reyna and Alyssa Hickman as the 

2018 Homecoming King and Queen. 
 This year’s Homecoming game 
came with an additional sense of impor-
tance. Undefeated in district, Tivy played 
Medina Valley (5-1) Friday night to de-
cide the district championship. 
 The game started off slow with 
both teams only scoring once. The de-
fense for both teams stepped up during 
the first quarter but Tivy’s offense an-
swered back in the second half. Then late 
in the third quarter, Cole Miears with his 
back towards Tivy’s end-zone on the 5 
yard line, picks up the defense’s slack with 
a 95 yard trudge down the field. With a 
final score of 28-21, Tivy walks away with 
another District Championship title. 
 “I felt excited,” said junior Bradly 
Beaty, “[because] it was an unbelievable 
moment. That night is a night to remem-
ber.”

The above photos show some of the damage left behind from the flood the week of Homecoming. A large cypress tree that was washed down the 
Guadalupe River comes to rest up against the G Street bridge. As a result, portions of the River Trail were closed. Photos by Gaby Lopez.

Article by Natalie Celallos, Gaby Lopez, and Dominic Jefferson



HOSA Hosts Blood Drive

Encouraging 
One Another

Article and photos by Gaby Lopez
 Each fall they gather on the 
football field at Tivy Stadium. Lo-
cal students, families and community 
members come together for an evening 
of fellowship. Fields of Faith, held Octo-
ber 10th, is an annual event where “stu-
dents invite, pray for, share with, and 
challenge their peers to read the Bible 
and follow Jesus Christ.”
 Students from Tivy are asked to 
stand and give their testimony to their 
peers. This year, junior Jackson Young, 
and seniors Alexander Bennett and Al-
yssa Hickman were asked to speak. 
 “I wanted them to know that 
no matter what they might go through 
in life, for them to not lose sight of 
God,” said Young. “Because he will get 

Article by Hailey Venzor
Tivy students helped save lives one pint at 
a time, at the HOSA blood drive in Octo-
ber. HOSA partnered with the South Texas 
Blood and Tissue Center to collect blood 
donations. This year’s blood drive yielded 
“87 units, helping 261 people,” according to 
the HOSA sponsor, Mrs. Pintsch.
The South Texas Blood and Tissue Center 
works year-round to collect enough blood 
to supply 67 hospitals in south Texas. They 
depend on volunteers to meet the demand. 
“Blood supplies are always low and donat-
ing is a great way for students to contribute 
to their community,” said Pintsch.
Tivy works with STBTC’s Generation Give 
program. Generation Give is a contest for 
STBTC-area high schools, designed to edu-
cate students about the importance of giv-
ing blood, according to the STBTC’s web-
site. Mrs. Pintsch said students can, “earn 
a red cord for graduation by donating six 
units of blood during high school.”

Source: southtexasblood.org

Senior Molly Murphy gives a thumbs up as she donates 
blood during the HOSA Blood Drive.

Senior Isaias Rojo smiles while a nurse draws blood.

them through anything.” 
 Fields of Faith is a student-led 
national organization that is associated 
with the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes (FCA). It’s purpose is to provide 
a neutral place for students to have the 
opportunity to “stand together and share 
their faith,” regardless of denomination.

Source: www.fieldsoffaith.com

South Texas Blood & Tissue Center 
collects blood components for many 
different patients including:

· Trauma victims
· Diabetics
· Hemophiliacs
· Premature infants
· Recipients of organ or tissue   
   transplants
· Those with sickle-cell anemia
· Those with cancer
· Many others

San Antonio and South Texas are 
filled with people who have benefited 
from the selfless acts of others. People 
in the community have many ways to 
give.

A blood donation is a 
direct gift from your heart 

to another.

How Blood
is Used

Source: southtexasblood.org
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Volleyball makes playoffs again!

Boys and Girls Cross Country teams run all 
the way to state.

Varsity football wins against Medina Valley to become 
District Champs! Good luck in the playoffs.

Tennis advances to area playoffs!

Marching band wins all ones at UIL competition.

Six choir students made Region Mixed 
Choir and 3 advanced to All-State.

SHOUT OUTS

Twelve orchestra students earned a spot in the 
Region Honor Orchestra.

2018 Yearbook was inducted 
into Walsworth Gallery of 

Excellence. 

Theater’s first performance of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” fantastic dispite illness.

AFJROTC Cadet Maria 
Hall is honored by Sena-

tor Buckingham.



Antler Athletes
Articles by Dominic Jefferson

FOOTBALL CROSS COUNTRY

TENNIS GOLF

VOLLEYBALL

Cade Secor, a junior for the Antler’s golf team 
has been playing  golf for two years. “I just really 
enjoy the game,” said Secor.
His biggest challenge is hitting his driver but it 
leds to his favorite part about golf, which is “get-
ting to play and getting better everyday.” Secor 
practices every day after school and sometimes 
on the weekends as well. 

Golf is a mental game that requires concentration. He says as a 
team, they talk a lot about “not getting mad when we’re playing 
bad and improving on the next hole.” For Secor, golf has “allowed 
me to make new friends and get better at a fun sport.” 
He is hoping to play every year he’s at Tivy because, “I love playing 
golf,” said Secor.

Senior running back Alex 
Guardiola is a very special 
part of the football team. 
Guardiola was named the 
team’s “212° Player”. This 
number is significant in 
football because 212°F, 

which is the boiling point of water, is used 
to signify someone shows up and does ev-
erything he can to help his team. Guardiola 
shows up early, leaves late, and encourages 
his teamates whenever they are on the field. 
He shows up everyday without fail, works 
hard and plays with all his heart. For that 
reason, the Tivy coaches gave him the 212 
distinction. The 212 player is given the 
priviledge of being the first to run out onto 
the field ahead of his teammates with the 
“TFND” flag.  “It feels exciting,” said Guar-
diola, “I just feel the unity of the team and 
our brotherhood.”

Junior Claire Nowlin began playing tennis when 
one of her friends decided to play, and they 
joined the team together. Tennis is “the reason 
I’ve met the majority of my best friends,” said 
Nowlin. 
Her biggest challenge has been “volleys and 
breaking bad habits” but she practices most 
days after school to become better. Nowlin said 

Coach Kniffin always “talks to us about how we’re gonna have 
good sportsmanship,” which means not losing your cool over a 
point. Nowlin said tennis has helped her be a better person by 
“[teaching] me how to control my temper.” 
However the part of tennis she will cherish the most is “the people 
I’ve met and have become friends with,” said Nowlin.

Senior Ava Wampler is a 
powerhouse for the Lady 
Antler volleyball team. 
Standing 6 foot 4 inches 
tall, Wampler plays mid-
dle blocker and dominates 
at the net. 

The best part of volleyball is “getting a mon-
ster kill or block,” said Wampler, and occas-
sionally “hitting my opponent in the face.” 
According to Wampler, Coach Hale calls 
that “getting Wamped.” 
Volleyball has been a part of Wampler’s life 
for nearly ten years and she’s loved every 
minute of it. “It has built my character in 
many ways and taught me how to set goals 
and never give up until I reach them,” said 
Wampler. Her goals and drive to achieve 
them has led her to commit to a  Division 
I school. Next year, Wampler will continue 
her volleyball career at Ole Miss.  

She started running cross 
country when she was in 
the seventh grade after 
being encouraged by her 
sixth grade coaches. Se-
nior Keren Berumen is a 
very busy student. In addi-

tion to running on the varsity cross country 
team, she is also on the varsity track team, 
is in Golden Girls and holds down an after 
school job. For most seniors, this is a lot of 
work but Berumen says she enjoys all of it, 
“Why would I do something I don’t enjoy?”
With cross country, her biggest challenge 
has been “running in the heat.” However 
it has taught Berumen perseverance and 
to not give up on anything because “every 
place matters.” 



Honoring Our 
Heroes

Peter Parker and 
Clark Kent were 
both Journalists. 

Coincidence? 
We think not.

Apply to join the 
Newspaper Staff

Be a Hero. Be a Hero. 

See Mrs. Hale in C106

Senior Yearbook Ads 

• Can be purchased in the front office. 
• We will sell these until we sell out. 
• Ad space is limited and is first come, first 
served.

ON SALE 
NOW

2019 Antler Yearbook
• This will be our 96th edition. Don’t miss out.
• $60 in the front office or online at 
www.yearbookforever.com

Article by Natalie Celallos
On November 9th members of the Tivy 
AFJROTC, along with administration and 
members of our community gathered in front 
of the school to honor our veterans. Guest 
speaker, Captain Fred Vogt, USN,  Ret. spoke  
about his experiences in the military and 
thank other veterans for their service. Veter-
ans from past wars and multiple branches of 
the military were also in attendance. The cer-
emony concluded with a flyover by the Civil 
Air Patrol.




